
more formidable and destructive, instead of being
gradually stamped out as was prophesied by Freiré.
Statistics will never convince the bacteriologists of
the world, the medical fraternity of Brazil, nor the
public, of the value of these vaccinations. "For
where is the physician, where is the intelligent man

in this town, who does not know cases and cases in
which said vaccination was not only useless but per¬
haps harmful because it caused a false confidence?"
In the laboratories of Paris, Vienna and Berlin are

long series of pathogenic germs, some only recently
announced, yet there is no culture of the xantho-
coccus which has been discovered for so many years
and put to practical account in Rio. Ottoni chal¬
lenges Professor Freiré to name one laboratory,
not his own, in which the xanthococcus has been
verified as the cause of yellow fever ; and the sug¬
gestion is made that since we have waited so long
for the verification of this microbe we may have to
wait a considerable time for a pure culture of the
bacillus of bilious fever.

The last letter of the series, number twenty, by
Dr. Seidl, closes with this reference to the invita¬
tion for an investigation by competent men : "And
the committee of experts will wait for the Greek
Calends?"

FLECHSIG'S TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY.
The treatment of epilepsy has always been sur-

rounded with many difficulties. The disease itself
is symptomatic, presenting a most varied pathology,
from that of a functional neurosis to those graver
conditions involving organic degeneration. Such
being the case it is apparent that any method of
treatment must have only a limited range of appli-
cation. Undoubtedly, the greatest successes are

reached in this disease along those lines which im-
prove the general nutrition of the body and thus
render more stable the nerve cells concerned in the
production of the attacks. There is no disease which
more certainly affirms that we should beware of
the single remedy, or of one method. While the
bromid treatment is perhaps more generally success-

ful than any other, yet it can not be followed as a

routine practice and it is not adapted to more than
one-half of the cases that are actually met with in
practice.

Recently, Collins (Medical Record, Sept. 22, 1894)
has studied the method of Flechsig in the treatment
of some forty cases with, he claims, excellent results.
The method consists in the administration of opium
beginning with a dose of 1 grain after each meal, and
increasing until 10 to 12 grains are given during the
course of the day. This treatment is persisted in
for about six weeks and is not usually followed by
any reduction in the number of the attacks. Some
patients complain of the effects of the opium but
this is overcome to a great extent if the patient takes

a good deal of physical exercise, and free catharsis
is employed. At the end of six weeks the opium is
abruptly discontinued and comparatively large doses
of the bromide are given. This in a majority of
instances is followed by a marked diminution in the
number and severity of the attacks, and improvement
in the general mental condition of the patient. The
bromids are then rapidly diminished until a small
dose is reached, or else they are discontinued
altogether according to the condition of the patient.

Some of the cases reported by Collins were those
of epileptics who had been under the bromid treat¬
ment with very unpleasant results, but after the use
of the opium the bromids were well borne. The
method seems to give the best results in those severe
cases dependent upon organic changes in the brain
and vessel walls, precisely those cases in which other
methods have

 

so signaly failed. A number of
cases of idiopathic epilepsy have done exceedingly
well under this treatment, but not so much is to be
looked for in this class of cases.

REVIVAL OF A SIXTEENTH CENTURY
SUPERSTITION.

The fasting girl and trance states furnish the
greater number of medical newspaper sensations,
but this was varied on December 26 by the appear-
ance of an article in the Chicago Evening Post, under
the following startling headline : "He resembles the
image." The article which is a dispatch from James-
town, N. Y., goes on to say that one, George W.
Depew, has been arrested for the murder of Mrs.
Winslow Shearman and her daughter Mrs. Clinton.
He has been identified by his resemblance to an

image of a man seen in Mrs. Shearman's eye. The
dispatch then goes on to state that the discussion
over the possibility of identifying a murderer by the
image left on the retina of the victim's eye has been
revived with great intensity. Versimilitude is given
the narrative by the statement that, "those who saw
the image before it was blurred by removal of the eye
from the socket, remember the image so distinctly
that they could identify the general outlines of the
man's figure from it and the half profile revealed in
the image. Before the removal of the eye the image
was sharply defined." If there is still a lingering
doubt in any one's mind regarding this statement it
would be swept away by the following: "Even the
wrinkles in the clothing were plainly seen by the aid
of the microscope."

All through the Middle Ages there was a belief
that the eye of a murdered person contained an in¬
delible impression of the last scene upon which he
looked. In the jurisprudence of that time there are
cases recorded of conviction upon such evidence. It,
however, was never received with as great favor as
was the touching of the dead body by the suspected
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